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MISSION STATEMENT 
The Florence Historical Society is a non
profit society with membership of 
individuals interested in preserving the 
history of Florence, the Santa Fe in 
Florence and especially the Clifton 
Harvey House. Our goal is to foster 
appreciation and understanding of the 
part history plays in our lives. 

ple box camera and today the device slips into a purse or shirt 
pocket. The once anxious anticipants of a letter arriving in the 
mailbox is today a "ping" announcing an e-mail, tweet or text. 

We have come a long way since the days of the "Father of the 
Fast Food Industry", Fred Harvey. Thus, it is important for us to 
pause and reflect, to review the past, to evaluate the present and 
to invest in the future by preserving that past. Please join us in 
our endeavor. 

Judy Mills, President 

Harvey House Picnic 

Rescheduled 


Our 15th annual Harvey House Picnic is moving to the month 
of June. In our historical research, we have found that Fred 
Harvey's birthday was June 27, 1835. So put on your birthday hats 
because we will be celebrating his birthday on Saturday, June 8th. 
Mark your calendars and tell your friends we will be celebrating 
a birthday. 

www.florenceKs.com 
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Harvey House to be open 
April through October 

We will be opening the Harvey House two days per 
week from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday and Saturday afternoons 
from April through October. We will need volunteers to 
take a day or two each month so we can keep this wonder
ful museum open. 

The Museum was open last year from April through 
November and we had quite a few visitors from out ofstate 
and around the state of Kansas. It is our goal to get every
one from Florence to visit the museum. We hope to gener
ate more interest in the Florence Historical Society and 
to gain more volunteers to help keep the museum going 
and preserve the wonderful history ofFred Harvey and the 
Florence community. 

Phoebe Janzen 

The Harvey House has several different rooms featuring Florence 
History. The school' room has some interesting items from the history 
of Florence. One of the most interesting to read is the 1909 first year 
book. You will enjoy reading this book. I read it and looked at all the 
pictures and names and felt like I knew the people. I then went to the 
Florence Cemetery and noticed the graves of those from the 1909 year 
book. It seemed odd that I had read about many and then found them 
in the cemetery. 

Community Calendars 
The Historical Society sold community calendars again 

this year. We are having some difficulty obtaining tele
phone numbers since so many people are not listed in the 
directory. 

Ifyou want a calendar, call me at 620-878-4237. 

We can also take orders for next year ifyou will provide 
us with your telephone number or e-mail Mary Jane's ad
dress on the cover page. 

Anyone who lives out of town and wants a calendar, 
can send your request and $6.00 to: Florence Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 143, Florence, KS 66851. 

We appreciate all of you who buy calendars and the 
businesses who purchase ads. Be sure to stop and visit the 
Harvey House if you are in Florence. 

Twilah Williams 

rJ3acft To The 

~Oft{~ 

NOTES FROM T.P. ALEXANDER DIARY 


BY EDNA MAE ROBINSON 


From the Florence Herald newspaper, 
dated November 24, 1876 

L.D. Burch, the gentlemanly editor of the Chicago 
Commercial Advertiser who has recently been visiting 
through this section of the country, writes to his paper 
as follows, in regard to our thriving city. At Florence, the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe folks have one ofthe nicest, 
tidiest, and most inviting eating house on this or any other 
line. There are stone quarries here with building stone 
enough to build a sec{)nd Chicago. The town is not so large 
as some others I could mention, but it has the advantage 
over many of them in location. It remains to be seen how 
far the men who hold the situation in command, will make 
use ofthis advantage. Besides splendid quarries, this is the 
railroad point ofone halfofButler County and much ofthe 
upper Cottonwood Valley. Here, too, is the influence of the 
Cottonwood branches, giving several charming valleys 
to the splendid country that surrounds this village. The 
population is not far from 500 and it is certainly a good 
fortune to be located in Marion County, one of the best 
in the state, and having the advantage of excellent water 
power, such as these streams afford all around the town. 
There are several unoccupied mill sites in the immediate 
neighborhood. They have a large stone schoolhouse, a 
newspaper, the Herald, edited by Howe & Morgan, which 
is new and deserving candidate for favor, some grain 
elevators and a bank. The Marion Bank, Charles Barker, 
president, and R. T. Battey, Cashier, is also by its charter, 
a saving institution, and has the confidence and backing 
of the business town. Robinson & Barker are the agents 
for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad lands at 
this point. They are also q~iJeheavy dealers in gr!lin and 
own a large interest in the town real estate. C. W. Miller 
has a $30,000 trade in general merchandise, is a strong 
live representative man. S.E. Alley is selling general 
groceries, fruits and confectionery, and is well regarded. 
T. P. Alexander is the chief hardware and machinery 
merchant, does a capital trade and is a full-breasted, social 
man. F.W. Tucker & Co., are selling staple and fancy dry 
goods, groceries, clothing, hats, caps, boots and shoes, 
carry the largest stock in town and are able business men. 
Mr. Tucker is an old traveling salesman and a fine type of 
merchant and man. 

+-
It takes one match to start a forest fire but a whole box 

to start a camp fire. You could be the match that invigo
rates the Harvey House. Join us at the next meeting on 
March 11th at 5 p.m. 

http:www.florenceKs.com
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Railroad Signals 
By Robert Harris 

As drivers of autos in cities, we come across traffic sig
nals and seeing a railroad signal most people think they 
mean the same. They are much more than stop and go! 
A few examples, a signal showing green is not a green 
signal but is called "clear," most red signals require a stop 

but not all. A flashing red signal does not require a stop 
before passing it but the train must be prepared to stop. A 
solid red signal with a "G" under it is the same. The Santa 
Fe's rule book has four pages of signals and definitions for 
signals, plus several other pages of rules for them. Sig
nals are for the safe movement of trains. A signal controls 
movement into its block. They are required by law when a 
passenger train is to travel at speeds greater than 59 mph, 
and freight trains greater than 49 mph. In addition, when a 
passenger train is going to travel more than 79 mph, then 
the signals will be equipped Automatic Train Stop, this 
requires the engineer to acknowledge the signal he is pass
ing. For years the track through Florence was a high speed 
double track, we ran passenger trains 100 mph on it. As 
an example, if a train was to be placed in the siding at 
Florence the distant signal, about a mile and a half from 
town would display yellow over yellow, this told the train 
to slow down to 40 mph and prepare to enter the siding. At 
the siding switch the signal would display red over flash
ing yellow, this met to enter the siding and stop at the other 
end for the red signal there. This was all controlled by the 
operator at the depot under the direction of the train dis
patcher. A track that is not equipped with signals is called 
dark. Several things will cause a signal to display stop, a 
train in its block, a switch not lined properly, a broken rail. 
Signals are powered by electrical power but if it is off then 
they operate on battery power. 

Signals are installed by signal gangs, and after in place, 
they are maintained by the signal maintainer. The main
tainer's job is quite involved as he must inspect and test 
them regularly to make sure they are working correctly. 
He also maintains the crossing protection. In the past he 
had a (speeder) track car to travel his territory, now it is a 
pickup truck. I have known several maintainers over the 
years but one is worth special mention. Walter Pinon was 
signal maintainer at Florence a number of years ago. WaI
ter was an all round nice guy, he liked to visit my grand
parents and would stop at the farm when I was living with 
them. He was retired at this time. I used to ask him ques
tions about signals and learned many things about them 
from him. Walter and his wife Cora Lee lived on the old 
"Clover Leaf Dairy" farm which they had fixed up. This 
was between the highway and Hillcrest Cemetery north of 
town. Their family went to school at Florence. 

Edith B. White 
Edith B. White ofRedding, Calif., and formerly ofFlor

ence, Kan. , passed away Jan. 30, 2013 at the age of 101. 

Edith was born Oct. 12, 1911, in Burns, KS, to Edward 
M. and Ella E. Robinson of Burns. She attended Burns 
and Peabody schools and graduated from Peabody High 
School in 1929. 

Edith and Glenn R. White were united in marriage on 
Jan. 2, 1934 in Wellington, KS. 

Edith and her husband operated a dairy in the Peabody 
area for several years. They moved in 1944 to Florence 
where she was a busy mother, grandmother, great-grand- . 
mother and business owner for many years. She relocated 
to Redding in 2004. 

Edith was the owner and operator of the Town & Coun
try Cafe in Florence for 36 years. She sold the business in 
1996. Edith was honored in 1999 by the City of Florence 
as the Grand Marshal of the Florence Labor Day celebra
tion-for her many years of outstanding community service 
and support. 

Mike Jackson 
Michael "Mike" Jackson died January 10th, 2013 at 

his home. A celebration of life service was held at Chase 
County Elementary School. 

The son of Larry and Marjorie Jackson was born 
September24th, 1964 ig Emporia. He graduated from 
Chase County High School and from Kansas State 
University. He was an accomplished team roper throughout 
high school and continued to compete on the K-State rodeo 
team. 

He and Mary L. Wilson were married June 10th, 
1989. Mike joined his father, Larry Jackson in the family 
business. He was a cattleman and later a district feed 
salesman. He found his greatest joy in being a tremendous 
father to his three sons and a wonderful husband to his 
wife. 

He is survived by his wife, Mary, three sons, Coleman, 
Clayton and Garrett, his mother, Marjorie and sister, 
Marsha. We extend our deepest sympathy to Marge who is 
a very active member of our society. 
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ABOVE: Many of the trophies in the school room tell of many wins 
in music and debate. There were also many trophies for track and 
field. The old pictures are on the wall from 1925 of the individuals 
graduating from Florence High School. You could spend hours 
looking through all of those pictures as well. There is a stack of old 
Florence yearbooks too. 

' LEFT: A new sign has been erected in the front yard of the 
museum. It has a picture of Fred Harvey, date when the museum 
was established, and some historical facts concerning the Harvey 
House. 
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