
 

 

Fourth of July 

Information 
 The City of Florence is implementing by 

Resolution the Regulations for the sale and 

discharge of fireworks. Class C fireworks, known 

also as “common fireworks” shall be permitted 

between the hours of 8:00 am and 10:00 pm, June 

28, 2013 thru July 6, 2013, with the exception that 

on July 4
th

 the hours shall extend until midnight. 

 The Florence PRIDE Committee will once 

again be selling fireworks from their building near 

the south end of Main Street.  Sales will begin on 

Saturday, June 29
th

 at Noon.  The hours for sales 

will be: 

Saturday & Sunday - Noon until 9:00pm 

Monday & Tuesday - 4:00 until 8:00pm 

Wednesday July 3
rd

 - 4:00 until 10:00pm 

Thursday, July 4
th

  - 10:00am until sold out  

(or we get tired and go home) 

 

Countywide Recycling 
 On June 11, 2013, the newly appointed  

Recycling Task Force met with Commissioner Dan 

Holub. Members are Francie Mueller, USD 397 

Centre, Trayce Warner of Florence, Larry Smith of 

Goessel, Larry Paine of Hillsboro, Joe Vinduska of 

Lincolnville, Doug Kjellin of Marion, Eileen Sieger 

of rural Marion, and Adam Stewart of Marion. 

Commissioner Holub started the meeting with the 

statement that any and all options would be 

considered, and went on to say that the goal for the 

task force is to come up with the best plan for 

countywide single-stream recycling and implement 

it as quickly as possible.  “If people get out of the 

habit of recycling, it will be that much harder to get 

them going again.” 

 Single Stream recycling, no sorting or 

cleaning of recyclables, really is the best direction 

for Marion County, is the consensus of the group.  

Purchasing a recyclables sorting machine would be 

very expensive, and then a crew would have to be 

hired and trained to operate it.  Modeling after the 

plan that Goessel has implemented could be the best 

way to go.  Setting up drop sites around the county 

with dumpsters of some sort would be relatively 

simple. 

 

 

 

Monitoring the sites would be the responsibility of 

the community that they were in, but collecting the 

recyclables would be the hard part. Various options 

for collection were discussed, including using 

existing trash trucks in the county to collect from 

regular dumpsters, to purchasing roll-off containers 

for each site, and a county owned truck to 

dump/haul them to the collection site.   

 Commissioner Holub informed the group 

that the County is behind a program for all 

communities, including the ones that already have 

some type of recycling program.  The more that is 

being collected for recycling, the less there is being 

processed through the transfer station, which saves 

the county money spent on hauling and dumping at 

landfills.  

 Rollin Schmidt, head of the Transfer Station, 

told the group that McPherson County has a very 

comprehensive recycling program in place.  The 

Task Force will meet next when Rollin has made 

arrangements for John Hawk, CEO of McPherson 

County’s program, to be there with information 

about their program. 

 

Labor Day Plans 

On Track 
 

 The theme for Labor Day 2013 is 

“Celebrating 125 Years of Volunteer Service” in 

honor of the 125
th

 anniversary of the origin of the 

Florence Fire Department. We are inviting Fire 

Departments from across the state to drive in the 

Parade, especially if they have antique trucks.  The 

theme can also be interpreted by other volunteer 

organizations to help them plan a float for the 

Parade.  

 The schedule for Saturday has been pretty 

well nailed down, with 3 different musical acts for 

the evening, including the return of the Ryker Boys 

for the Street Dance. 

Sunday evening will see the return of the very 

popular Vintage Baseball game, along with the retro 

priced concession stand, and homemade ice cream. 

The committee is also looking into a fireworks 

display for that evening.  Monday’s highlight is, as 
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Fred Harvey 

In the News 
Phoebe Janzen attended a showing of the 

documentary "Harvey Girls" which was shown at 

the National Archives in Kansas City Missouri on 

Friday the 21st of June.  There is currently a display 

at the Archives on Fred Harvey. 

Florence has played a very important part in the 

history of the Santa Fe Railroad and the Harvey 

Houses.  Florence was the first Harvey Hotel and 

Restaurant and it was in Florence that the great chef 

William Phillips (Bill) prepared the menus for the 

other restaurants and hotels those first 7 years 

of existence.  The Harvey Girls were trained in 

Florence as well those first years.  Bill Phillips was 

paid more than the local banker as the chef of the 

Harvey House in Florence.  Phoebe was able to 

meet the author of the book, Appetite for America, 

 
and meet other people from around the USA who 

have Harvey House Museums or who are interested 

in Fred Harvey and the history.  There is a current 

interest and popularity in Fred Harvey and the 

Harvey Girls. The group of interested people are 

referred to as  "Fred heads".....  

We had some people stop this past weekend from 

Austin, Texas to see our museum.  Florence has a 

rich history and we need to capitalize on that 

history. ;-) 

 

 

The Happy Gardener 
Coming to a weedy garden near you. 

 

Max Williams was ready to work when he arrived 

at the community garden.  Those weeds didn’t stand 

a chance against him and his trusty tools. 

 

 
 



always the Parade. This year will be the first annual 

Bryan Harper Memorial Horseshoe Tournament,  

Monday at 8:00 am. Bryan, who passed away last 

October, was the organizer of the event for 15 

years, and the committee wishes to honor him by 

naming the event after him. Other Monday events 

include the Bluestem Art Guild show in the 

Ambulance Building, Cow Chip Bingo, and the 

button drawing after the Parade. 

 The design for the T-shirts and the button is 

being finalized and they will hopefully be available 

for sale by the end of July, or early August. Buttons 

will be $5.00 and will be required for admission to 

all events.  As of now, there will be no additional 

fees for any of the weekend’s events other than the 

button. 

 

Picnic at the Museum 
 

 On Saturday, June 22
nd

, the Historical 

Society hosted their annual Picnic on the Lawn at 

the Harvey House.  Fried Fish and Mountain 

Oysters were served, along with sides, salads and 

desserts.  The weather was lovely, warm with a nice 

breeze, and the food was delicious.  The event is a 

fundraiser for the Museum, and the attendance and 

donations this year were well appreciated. 

 
Ed Robinson, Janet Robinson, Randy Mills and Sandy Harper 

get their hands dirty volunteering at the annual Fish Fry. 

 

Find It In Florence 
 

 Remember, support the businesses that are 

here in Florence.  They are all working hard to 

provide goods and services at reasonable prices 

right here in Florence. 

 

 

 

Vacaton Bible School 
 

VBS at the Christian Church will be held July 22
nd

 

thru the 26
th

 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm each day. The 

Theme is “God’s Backyard Bible Camp”.  For more 

information contact Pastor Diemer (Mitchell) at 

316-833-1882 or his wife Heather at 316-303-2349. 

 

Florence Public Library 
 Summer hours at the Library continue 

through July. Tues., Fri., and Sat. the Library is 

open from 9:00 am to Noon. On Wed. the hours are 

2:00 to 5:30 pm. 

An amnesty program has been established for the 

dates of July 2
nd

, through the 16
th

. Any overdue 

materials may be returned during that time period 

without any late fees being charged. Take advantage 

of this chance to return those overdue materials. 

 

City Offices Closed 
 

 The City office will be closed all day July 

4
th

, and all city employees will have the day off.  

This will not affect the trash routes for that week. 

 



Florence Tree Farm 
 

 In 2006, the City of Florence Tree Farm was 

planted as a long term project with the City of 

Florence, the Kansas Forest Service, Leonard Ellis 

as project manager, and volunteers including Joe 

Heath and Dale Miller.  Walnut trees were planted, 

with an expected harvest date of 2060.   

 In the seven years since that time, the trees 

have grown, volunteers have helped keep up the 

property, and it has become of lovely place to take a 

walk or a picnic.  The Tree Farm is just below the 

dyke on the east side, north of the 5
th

 Street Bridge.   

This is a one of a kind farm, as it is owned by the 

City of Florence, making it the only municipally 

owned tree farm in the state. Check it out. 

 

 
Dale Miller and Leonard Ellis pose at the sign near the 

entrance to the tree farm. 

 

Celebrate National Hug 

Month – July 
 

 There is no such thing as a bad hug, only 

good ones and great ones.  They’re not fattening, 

and they don’t cause cancer or cavities.  They’re all 

natural with no preservatives, artificial ingredients, 

or pesticide residue. They’re cholesterol-free, 

naturally sweet, 100% wholesome.  And they’re a 

completely renewable natural resource.  They don’t 

require batteries, tune-ups, or x-rays.  They’re non-

taxable, fully returnable and energy efficient. 

They’re safe in all kinds of weather; in fact, they’re 

especially good for cold and rainy days.  They’re 

exceptionally effective in treating the Monday 

blahs.  Hugs just feel good!  So get out there and 

hug somebody! 

 

Fire Department 

Fundraiser 
 Florence Fire Dept. members are selling 

raffle tickets for a 55” Sanyo LCD TV. 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00, and are 

available from any fireman or at the City Bldg or at 

Cottonwood Valley Bank in Florence.  The drawing 

will be held after the Parade on Labor Day and you 

need not be present to win.  The Department is 

hoping to raise enough money to buy a thermal 

imaging camera.  The camera could be used to 

determine hidden heat sources for structure  fires, 

and also can detect body heat of persons trapped in 

buildings or natural disasters. 
 

Auntie M’s Closed 

for the Holiday 
 Auntie M’s Diner will be closed all day July 

4
th

 and the 5
th

, to allow employees to celebrate the 

holiday with their families. 
 

Sheri’s Cuts for Canines 
 If your dog needs a haircut for the warmer 

summer months, contact Sheri Austin for your dog 

grooming needs. By appointment only, call 620-

381-3593. 
 

Herb Workshop 
 On June 15

th
, the third in a series of herb 

workshops was held at the Villa on the Prairie, and 

hosted by Karyn Woodward.  This time the 

information was about Rosemary, Thyme and 

Oregano.  Below is a picture of Karyn showing the 

class various herb oils. 

 


